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June,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Helper  Urban  District  Council 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1949.  This  is  my  29th  Annual  Report,  and 
as  I retire  from  Public  Health  Duties  on  June  30th,  it  will  also  be 
my  last  report  as  your  Medical  Officer. 

A study  of  the  vital  statistics  shows  the  Death  Rate  to  be 
11.9  as  compared  with  10.4  for  1948.  The  average  Death  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

The  Birth  Rate,  at  16.3,  still  shows  a steady  decline.  In 
1948  it  was  17.8  and  the  year  before  22.3.  The  average  Birth  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7 

It  is  difficult  to  say  with  any  certainty  why  the  birth  rate 
continues  to  fall,  but  the  main  reason  would  seem  to  be  the  high  cost 
of  living,  which  makes  large  families  the  exception  rather  than  the 
rule  these  days. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 
the  district  was  only  27.7  per  1,000  registered  live  births,  and  this 
compares  most  favourably  with  the  average  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  32. 

Eight  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  this  being  an  increase  of  three  over  the  previous  year. 
Eight  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Ninety-two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  The  majority 
of  these  cases  were  of  a very  mild  type  and  were  spread  out  over  a 
period  of  nine  months.  The  outbreak  never  became  out  of  hand,  but 
owing  to  the  very  mildness  of  the  attack  preventive  measures  were 
made  most  difficult.  Disinfection  of  two  schools  was  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  several  occasions  in  an  effort  to  stop 
the  spread  of  infection.  The  table  on  Infectious  Diseases  shows 
that  a wide  range  of  age  groups  was  affected. 

I regret  to  record  that  my  retirement  has  arrived  before  the 
long-awaited  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Chevin  and  Farnah  Green 
Areas  has  materialised,  but  I trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  this  improvement  will  be  achieved. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Clerk  and  other  officials 
for  the  help  given  to  me,  not  only  during  the  past  year,  but  through- 
out my  long  association  with  your  Council. 

I remain,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  C.  ALLEN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


AREA  OF  DISTRICT  (IN  ACRES)  .... 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION  (REGISTRAR 
GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE)  

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  .... 

RATEABLE  VALUE  

GENERAL  RATE  FOR  1949  

PRODUCT  OF  A PENNY  RATE 

TOTAL  DEBT  FOR  ALL  PURPOSES 

TOTAL  DEBT  FOR  HOUSING  ONLY 

NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1949 

{a)  COUNCIL 60 

{b)  PRIVATE 22 


4294 

15,490 

4489 

£82,352 

16/lOd. 

£321 
409, 582 
£365,203 


TOTAL 



82 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

MALES  FEMALES 

TOTAL 

LEGITIMATE  ... 

125 

119 

244 

ILLEGITIMATE 

4 

5 

9 

TOTALS  

129 

124 

253 

BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION 

16.3 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

LEGITIMATE  .... 

1 

1 

2 

ILLEGITIMATE 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

1 

1 

2 

RATE  OF  STILL  BIRTHS  PER  1,000  POPULATION  0.13 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  ; 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 
5 2 7 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  PER  1,000 

LIVE  BIRTHS 27.7 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  (ALL  AGES) 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 
102  83  185 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  11.9 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 


The  following  children  were  immunised  during  the  year  1949  : 

Age 

No. 

Under  1 year  

— 

1 year  

45 

2 years  

27 

3 years  

5 

4 years  

5 

5 — 9 years  (inch)  .... 

43 

10 — 14  years  ,, 

28 

Total  153 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  a more  extensive 
report  is  included  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (Page  17). 


FOOD. 

The  inspection  of  food  preparation  premises  of  all  kinds  occu- 
pied a considerable  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time,  and 
details  of  this  work  are  set  out  in  his  report. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  various 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  past  eight  years. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

13 

7 

6 

8 

5 

8 

5 

8 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

80 

32 

33 

25 

12 

11 

26 

92 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

Measles 

197 

42 

5 

58 

17 

24 

41 

80 

Whooping- 

Cough 

4 

8 

5 

26 

7 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

Pj^rexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  Polio 

Myelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

311 

99 

61 

128 

47 

45 

79 

193 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AT  VARYING 

AGES  DURING  1949. 

Under 

1 yr  1 2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  45  60  Total 


Small  Pox  .... — 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  — 2789  47  12  232  — — 92 

Erysipelas  .... 1 1 

Measles  ....  — 10  16  7 4 40  2 — 1 80 

Diphtheria  .... 1 1 2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ....  — 1 1 3 — 2 1 8 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  .... — 

Enteric  Fever  .... — 

Pneumonia  ....  1 1 2 4 

Acute  Polio 

Myelitis  .... 1 1 

Whooping-Cough 1 — 1 2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  .... — 3 3 

TOTALS  ..  . 1 13  25  16  13  89  14  2 11  2 3 4 193 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS 


Causes  of  Death 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

Scarlet  fever  

Whooping  cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

Syphilitic  diseases 

Influenza  

Measles  

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis  

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M) 

uterus  (F)  

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

Diabetes  

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

Heart  Diseases  

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  

Appendicitis  

Other  digestive  diseases  

Nephritis  

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth  

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 

infant,  disease  

Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  


All  Ages 
M F. 


1 — 

3 5 


1 — 

— 2 

6 1 

10  5 

— 3 

8 14 

27  26 

5 3 

9 3 

6 4 

1 1 

1 1 


1 1 

3 2 


3 — 

1 1 

— 1 

2 — 

3 1 

11  9 


Total 


1 

8 


1 

2 

7 

15 

3 

22 

53 

8 
12 
10 

2 

2 


2 

5 


3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

20 


TOTALS 


102  83  185 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 
SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Helper  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949,  this  being  my  first  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
a complete  year. 

On  taking  up  my  duties  I decided  that  the  best  way  of  getting 
to  know  my  district  quickly  would  be  to  carry  out  a revision  of 
all  registers  required  to  be  kept  by  my  Department.  This  not  only 
meant  that  all  the  registers  were  brought  up  to  date,  but  that  as 
a result  of  the  many  and  varied  inspections  carried  out,  nuisances 
were  abated,  defects  remedied,  and  many  improvements  effected. 
Details  of  these  are  shown  in  the  following  pages  of  my  report. 
I also  very  quickly  became  familiar  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  district. 

The  Housing  shortage  still  remains  very  acute,  and  is  probably 
responsible  for  more  physical  and  mental  ill-health  (particularly 
the  latter)  than  is  generally  realised.  Only  those  whose  duties 
take  them  into  overcrowded  and  sub-standard  houses  appreciate 
the  terrific  job  still  to  be  accomplished.  Although  at  the  year 
end  we  had  a waiting  list  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  applications 
for  Council  Houses  I feel  that  this  cannot  possibly  be  regarded 
as  the  housing  need  of  our  district.  Many  families  do  not  apply 
because  they  are  unable  to  afford  the  high  rent  of  a new  house  ; 
others  feel  that  they  would  not  be  considered  because  they  are 
already  tenants,  although  they  desire  a modern  house  and  could 
afford  to  pay  for  one.  At  the  other  end  are  applicants  desiring  a 
more  modern  house,  but  living  in  reasonable  accommodation,  and 
thus  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  not  actually  in  NEED  of  re- 
housing. In  my  opinion  the  only  way  to  determine  the  actual 
NEED  will  be  an  e.xtensive  survey  of  all  houses.  This  would  also 
place  each  house  in  its  proper  category,  showing  those  houses 
wEich  are 

{a)  Overcrowded. 

(/))  L^nfit  f(.)r  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  made  fit 
at  a reasonable  cost. 

(c)  Unfit,  but  capable  of  being  made  fit  at  a reasonable  cost. 

[d)  Fit  for  habitation  in  all  respects. 

The  list  of  notices  served  and  defects  remedied  will  indicate 
that  the  amount  of  repairs  done  to  property  was  considerable. 
The  requests  for  repairs  were  kept  within  the  limits  of  essential 
items,  and  generally  speaking  I found  property  owners  willing  to 
co-operate,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  whilst  rents  are  stiU  at  pre-war 
level,  costs  of  repairs  have  increased  out  of  all  proportion.  I feel 
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that  in  tlie  very  near  future,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  maii>- 
tenance  of  property,  owners  will  have  to  receive  assistance,  i.e. 
some  form  of  rent  increase  when  repairs  to  the  Local  Authority’s 
specifications  have  been  effected. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk 
and  Dairies)  Act  on  October  1st,  1949,  the  supervision  of  milk 
production  passed  from  I.ocal  to  Central  Government.  I personally 
regret  this  change,  having  always  taken  a very  keen  interest  in 
this  branch  of  our  work,  and  although  the  new  legislation  will 
probably  lead  to  long  overdue  standardisation,  I believe  that  the 
administration  of  farms  and  milk  production  could  best  be  done  by 
the  man  on  the  spot,  i.e.  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A new  venture  started  during  the  year  was  Rodent  Control. 
I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  so  readily  agreeing  to  my 
recommendation  that  a full-time  Rodent  Operative  be  engaged. 
The  report  on  the  rodent  disinfestation  work  carried  out  speaks 
for  itself. 

Food  preparation  premises  and  food  handling  of  all  kinds  were 
given  special  attention.  Many  improvements  were  obtained  and 
the  tables  on  sampling  show  that  this  also  occupied  an  important 
place  amongst  my  duties. 

Of  the  many  qualities  which  make  a successful  Sanitary  In- 
spector I found  that  patience  probably  occupies  first  place.  To 
give  an  example  : It  was  found  in  the  early  part  of  1949  that  extra 
sanitary  accommodation  was  essential  at  certain  licensed  premises. 
The  owners  readily  agreed,  and  throughout  no  unavoidable  delay 
was  caused,  yet  by  the  time  plans  had  been  approved,  Towm  Plan- 
ning consent  received,  licences,  etc.,  granted  and  the  work  completed 
ten  months  had  elapsed,  although  the  actual  building  only  took 
two  or  three  weeks. 

I would  here  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee during  my  first  year  of  office,  and  my  thanks  to  Dr.  R.  C. 
Allen,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Charles  Price  and 
other  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation  and 
help  so  readily  given. 

Finally,  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Peter  Gladwin,  my  Clerk 
and  Junior  Assistant,  for  the  very  willing  and  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  at  all  times  carried  out  his  duties. 

I am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  BAILEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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COMPLAINTS 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  complaints 


were  received  in  respect  of  the  following  circumstances. 

These 

were  all  investigated  and  the  appropriate  action  taken. 

Overcrowding  

7 

Defective  Water  Closets 

11 

Dustbins  .... 

8 

Drainage 

18 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  

4 

Offensive  Accumulations  

4 

Offensive  Smells  

3 

Pail  Closets,  Privies  and  Cesspools  

25 

Housing  Defects 

98 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 

11 

Animals  Causing  Nuisance 

Pigs  

5 

Poultry  

2 

Infestation 

Rats  

49 

Mice  

21 

Beetles  

10 

Crickets  .... 

2 

Cockroaches 

5 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  1949. 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing  Acts 

178 

Housing  Acts — Recorded  Inspections 

3 

Yards  

17 

Dustbins  

413 

Common  Lodging  Houses  

8 

Pail  Closets  

255 

Smoke  Observations 

7 

Factories 

102 

Outworkers 

156 

Infectious  Diseases  Cases  

108 

Knacker’s  Yard  

8 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts  

55 

Petroleum  Acts  

12 

Places  of  Entertainment  

6 

Licensed  Premises  

85 

Verminous  Premises 

11 

Interviews  with  Owners  etc. 

191 

Revisits  to  Property  Under  Notice 

557 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  

56 

Bakehouses  

47 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

29 

Other  Food  Premises 

continued 

73 

over — 

S 


INSPECTIONS— cont. 


Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  20 

Tents  and  Vans  8 

Keeping  of  Animals  13 

Ice-Cream  Premises  69 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  115 

Piggeries  24 

Drainage  Work  136 

Cesspools  18 

Houses  Disinfected  84 

Houses  Disinfested  9 

Salvage  95 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  92 

Miscellaneous 140 


Samples 

(a)  Milk — Tuberculosis  66 

Methylene  Blue  51 

B.  Coli 6 

Phosphatase  3 

Chemical  1 

(b)  Ice-Cream  64 

(c)  Water  4 

{d)  Swimming  Bath 2 

(e)  Rinse  Water  for  Ice-Cream  utensils  2 


TOTAL  3399 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1949. 


Informal 

Statutory 

Work  done  in 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

410 

46 

Default. 

7 

Housing  Act,  1936 

80 

2 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

33 

— 



Rats  & Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919 

2 

Factories  Act,  1937 

21 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

546 

48 

7 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  AS  A RESULT  OF 
NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS, 
HOUSING  ACT,  AND  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  Repaired  31 

Floors  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  ..  . ....  ..  . 21 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  53 

Windows  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Sashcords  renewed  12 

Stairs  repaired  2 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  17 

Chimneys  or  Chimney  Stacks  repaired  5 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  3 

Sink  Wastes  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Water  Supply  provided  inside  houses  2 

Wash  Coppers  repaired  or  provided  ....  ....  ....  4 

Wash  Copper  firesets  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

External  Walls  pointed  10 

Eaves  Gutters  and  Rainwater  Pipes  renewed  9 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Yards  and  Passages  paved  and  drained  1 

Yard  Paving  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Gas  Fittings  repaired 1 

Drains,  Water  Closets  and  Ashbin  Accommodation 

Obstructed  Drains  cleared  31 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  11 

Inspection  Chamber  Covers  renewed  ....  ....  ....  3 

W.C.  Basins  renewed 3 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Pail  Containers  replaced  4 

Closet  Structures  repaired  3 

Cesspools  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dustbins  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  260 

Other  Nuisances 

Animals  Improperly  kept  3 

Licensed  Premises 

New  Sanitary  Accommodation  provided  1 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  repaired  7 

Premises  cleansed  3 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  to  Bar  1 

New  Bar  Accommodation  provided  1 

Food  Premises 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  6 

New  Sanitary  Accommodation  provided  1 

Premises  cleansed  3 


TOTAL  561 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  Sanitary  Convenience 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Water  Closets 

4181 

Pail  Closets 

216 

Privy  Middens 

16 

Tipplet  Closets 

68 

Dry  Ashpits 

— 

Dustbins 

4573 

During  the  year  fifteen  pails  were  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system.  Financial  aid  of  up  to  five  pounds  per  house  is 
granted  by  the  Council  to  encourage  owners  to  convert  pail  closets. 

HOUSING. 

Total  number  of  Council  House  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  1949  530 


Number  of  families  re-housed  during  1949  60 

„ ,,  applications  added  to  list  during  1949 165 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  tenant  applicants  129 

„ „ „ „ lodger  „ 343 

,,  ,,  ,,  for  bungalows  58 


The  Housing  Manager  (Mr.  A.  E.  Carter),  has  kindly  supplied 
above  details. 

From  the  above  summary  it  is  apparent  that  only  by  tackling 
the  housing  problem  in  the  same  vigorous  manner  as  were  some  of 
our  toughest  wartime  problems,  will  the  difficulties  be  overcome. 
When  one  realises  that  over  two  and  a half  times  as  many  names 
were  added  to  the  list  than  were  eliminated,  it  is  seen  what  a tre- 
menous  task  lies  ahead. 

To  me  it  seems  ironical  that  such  things  as  television  sets  and 
refrigerators  are  available  to  improve  home  comforts,  when  so 
many  families  are  without  the  homes  in  which  to  install  them. 

The  above  list  of  applicants  does  not  take  into  account  persons 
residing  in  dwellings  which  are  of  a type  suitable  for  condemnation 
at  the  appropriate  time,  although  some  of  these  people  are  on  the 
list.  However,  as  a step  in  the  right  direction,  the  Council  have 
decided  that  up  to  ten  per  cent  of  all  new  Council  Houses  be 
allocated  to  applicants  living  in  houses  which  come  within  the  above 
category. 

As  the  years  roll  by  the  condition  of  our  old  property  is  rapidly 
deteriorating.  One  cannot  ask  or  expect  owners  to  carry  out 
major  repairs  to  houses  which  should  have  been  condemned  years 
ago,  yet  for  as  long  as  they  remain  tenanted  they  are  ser\-ing  as 
homes  for  someone,  and  must  at  least  be  kept  wind  and  weather- 
proof. Dealing  with  the  repair  of  these  “ insanitar}^  ” houses  is 
probably  our  most  difficult  task  at  the  present  time,  and  is  one  the 
end  of  which  still  seems  far  beyond  the  horizon. 
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STATISTICS. 


Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1949 

{a)  by  the  Local  Authority  .... 
{h)  by  private  enterprise 

TOTAL  


60 

22 

82 


Number  of  houses  erected  since  1930 


Year  Houses  erected 

by  Local  Authority 

Houses  erected 
by  Private  Enterprise 

Total 

1930 

12 

22 

34 

1931 

— 

65 

65 

1932 

54 

60 

114 

1933 

— 

125 

125 

1934 

— 

163 

163 

1935 

— 

63 

63 

1936 

— 

64 

64 

1937 

— 

53 

53 

1938 

20 

126 

146 

1939 

— 

37 

37 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

2 

2 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

1943 

— 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

50  (inch  40  Pre-Fabs)  34 

84 

1947 

52 

20 

72 

1948 

68 

23 

91 

1949 

60 

22 

82 

TOTALS 

316 

879 

1195 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  (Section  11)  during  the  year. 

14  and  16,  Laund  Nook 

The  owner  of  these  two  houses  gave  an  undertaking,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  Council,  that  when  the  present  tenants  found 
other  accommodation,  they  would  not  be  re-let  in  their  present 
condition. 

A plan  to  reconstruct  the  houses  and  convert  them  into  one 
house  has  been  approved  by  the  Council,  but  at  the  year  end  the 
houses  were  still  occupied. 

17,  Holbrook  Road 

The  owner  of  this  house  did  not  desire  to  expend  any  monies 
on  this  house  and  a Demolition  Order  was  made  by  the  Council  to 
expire  during  1950. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

There  is  one  Registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 
After  measuring  all  rooms,  the  maximum  number  of  lodgers  allowed 
was  reduced  from  sixty-three  to  forty-four.  Structural  repairs 
were  carried  out  by  the  owner,  and  a request  to  the  keeper  resulted 
in  the  premises  being  cleaned  and  decorated.  Frequent  visits 
were  made  to  the  premises,  which  are  now  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

No  licences  were  issued  either  to  erect  or  station  moveable 
dwellings,  or  for  the  use  of  land  as  a site  therefor,  in  the  district, 
as  provided  for  by  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943 

In  accordance  with  Circular  N.S.19,  the  Council  carry  out  free 
treatment  of  all  private  dwellings  infested  With  rats  and  mice. 
Business  premises  are  charged  with  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  Rodent  Operative  commenced  duties  on  February  2nd., 
and  from  the  following  summary  it  will  be  seen  how  essential  it  was 
to  institute  this  service. 

Contracts  were  entered  into  with  nine  firms  to  carry  out  disin- 
festation at  their  premises  for  a twelve  month  period. 


1949  SUMMARY. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Business 

Number  of  premises  inspected 

74 

245 

109 

„ „ „ infested 

30 

70 

57 

,,  „ „ baited 

30 

69 

56 

,,  ,,  points  prebaited 

760 

366 

723 

,,  ,,  ,,  poison  baited  867 

427 

789 

Rats 

Mice 

Number  of  bodies  found 

833 

173 

(These  numbers  are  of  the  bodies  actually  recovered,  but  an 
estimated  kill  several  times  larger  can  safely  be  assumed). 


13 


Test  Baiting  of  Sewers 

Date.  Number  of  Manholes  % Infested. 

8/2/49  to  15/2/49  70  nil. 

7/11/49  to  16/11/49  67  nil. 

It  is  most  pleasing  to  note  that  our  sewers  were  found  to  be 
completely  free  from  infestation. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
(Infestation  Division),  an  exhibition  and  film  show  was  held  in  the 
Public  Hall,  King  Street,  on  July  27th.,  28th.  and  29th.  Six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  persons  attended  the  Exhibition. 

DISINFESTATION. 

The  Rodent  Operative,  with  technical  assistance,  carried  out 
thorough  disinfestation  of  sixteen  premises  for  the  purpose  of 


eradicating  the  following  types  of  insects  : 

Beetles  and  cockroaches 14 

Bugs  2 

Fleas  2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  visits  to  infected  houses  ....  ....  ....  108 

,,  ,,  rooms  disinfected  ....  ....  ....  ....  84 

,,  ,,  notices  to  day  schools  98 

,,  ,,  library  books  disinfected  130 

,.  ,,  ,,  destroyed nil. 

,,  ,,  lots  of  bedding  destroyed  upon  request  ....  3 


In  addition  liquid  disinfectant  was  supplied  free  of  charge  for 
use  during  the  period  of  infection. 

SHOP  ACTS. 

In  accordance  with  Regulation  604B,  Defence  (General)  Regu- 
lations 1939,  the  Council  made  an  order  specifying  that  during  the 
period  November  to  March  the  closing  of  shops  be  as  follows  : — 

Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  Not  later  than  6-30  p.m. 

Wednesdays  ,,  ,,  ,,  1-0  p.m. 

Fridays  ,,  ,,  ,,  7-0  p.m. 

Saturdays  ,,  ,,  ,,  7-30  p.m. 

These  hours  do  not  apply  to  shops  open  for  the  sale  of  tobacco 
etc.,  newspapers,  table  waters,  sweets,  chocolate  or  other  sugar 
confectionery,  or  ice-cream.  The  closing  hours  for  such  shops 
are  : — 

Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  ....  8 p.m. 

Wednesdays  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 p.m. 

Saturdays  9 p.m. 

Many  observations  were  made  during  the  year,  but  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  with  regard  to  contravention 
of  the  closing  hours  in  fierce. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 

The  following  tables  show  the  work  done  during  the  year 
under  the  above  Acts. 


Register  of  Factories. 

Hosiery  Manufacturers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Motor  Repairers  8 

Food  Manufacturers  15 

Manufacturing  Chemists  2 

Chemical  Manufacturers  1 

Sweet  Manufacturers  1 

Cotton  Mills  1 

Paint  Manufacturers  1 

Oil  Refinery  ...  1 

Engineering  Works  2 

Monumentalists  1 

Beer  Bottlers  1 

Printers  3 

Iron  Founders  3 

Spring  Manufacturers  1 

Gas  Works 1 

Builders  and  Joiners  7 

Motor  Car  Manufacturers 1 

Dyers  and  Bleachers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Blacksmiths  1 

Shoe  Repairers  4 

Caravan  Constructors  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dairies  1 

Seed  Cleaners  -. 1 

Chair  Manufacturers  1 

Saw  Mills  1 

Electrical  Contractors  1 

Upholsterers  1 

Coach  Painters  1 


74 

One  hundred  and  two  inspections  were  made  to  the  above 
premises. 

These  seventy-four  Factories  in  the  district  employ  2008 
males  and  2311  females.  This  indicates  that  the  major  industr}^ 
of  the  district  is  of  a light  nature,  employing  a high  proportion  of 
female  labour. 

All  factories  were  inspected  and  as  a result  the  following  defects 
were  discovered. 

Number  of  Factories. 

Insufficient  or  Defective  Sanitary  Accomnaodation  11 

Common  approach  to  male  and  female  sanitary  conveniences  1 
Notices  indicating  sex  not  affixed  to  sanitary  conveniences  ....  9 
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Number  of  Factories 

No  proper  intervening  \'entilated  space  to  sanitary  conveniences  8 
Lack  of  cleanliness  in  factories  without  mechanical  power  ....  3 

Abstract  of  Factories  Act  not  affixed  5 

Not  in  possession  of  a Certificate  re  means  of  escape  in  case  of 

fire  17 

At  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  these  defects  had  been  remedied. 
The  remainder  are  expected  to  be  rectified  during  1950. 

Part  I of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises  Register 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

6 

1 

{it)  Factories  not  included 
in  (t)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

(m)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 

70 

96 

20 

— 

forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

74 

102 

21 



2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred  Number 

to  H.M.  by  H.M.  of  Prose- 
Found  Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  cutions 


Want  of  cleanliness  ....  3 

Overcrowding — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  ....  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  — 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 


(a)  insufficient  ....  2 

{b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  ....  12 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes  ....  ....  — 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  ....  8 

TOTAL  25 


tor  tor  instituted 

3 — — — 


11  — — 

6—2 

20—2 
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Part  viii  of  the  Act 

OUTWORK 

No.  of 

No.  of 

outworkers 

cases  of 

in  August 

Default  in 

list. 

sending 
lists  to 

Notices 

Council. 

Served.  Prosecutions 

Wearing  apparel 

(Making,  etc.) 

....  169 

— 

— — 

OUTWORKERS. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  was  one-hundred-and- 
sixty-nine.  This  is  a very  great  increase  on  the  number  (fifty) 
engaged  on  this  class  of  work  during  1948. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Outworkers 

Hosiery  

135 

135 

Gloves  

29 

29 

Clothing 

5 

5 

169 

169 

Cases  of  infectious 

disease  occurred  at 

several  outworkers 

premises  and  during  the  period  of  infection  work  was  stopped. 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  town’s  water  supply  is  largely  derived  from  a well  120  ft. 
deep  and  a bore-hole  180ft.  deep  at  the  Pumping  Station  at  the 
Meadows  from  which  water  is  pumped  either  directly  to  the  dis- 
tribution mains  or  to  a service  reservoir  at  Bessyloan,  from  which  it 
gravitates  to  certain  parts  of  the  town. 

Supplementing  this  main  supply  are  three  service  reservoirs 
partly  fed  by  springs  and  partly  from  the  main  Pumping  Station. 

All  water  is  sterilized  at  the  source  by  chlorination  and  following 
recent  adjustments  to  the  rate  of  chlorination  bacteriological  and 
chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  treated  water  taken  have  proved 
satisfactory.  Four  chemical  and  six  bacteriological  samples  have 
been  taken  and  a typical  analysis  is  as  follows  : — 


Well  and 
Bore  -hole 


Chemical  Analysis.  Yield 

Appearance  Clear  Colourless 

pH.  value  7.75 

Total  Solid  Matter  30.8 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ....  0.0006 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Faint  Trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ....  0.1 

Chlorine  (present  as  Chloride  2.35 


Spring 

Yield 

Practically  clear. 
Colourless. 

7.6 

24.1 

0 

0.0009 

Very  faint  trace 
0.15 
2.1 
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Well  and 
Bore  -hole 

Chemical  Analysis.  Yield 

Appearance  Clear  Colourless 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 

at  80°Fahr 0 

Temporary  ....  17.7 

Hardness  Permanent  ....  4.6 

Total  22.3 

Metals  0 

Free  Chlorine 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Cl.  Welchii  Not  done 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
bacilli  present  ....  Nil  per 

100  mil. 

Differential  Coliform  Test 


Probable  number  of  faecal  B 
Coli  


Spring 

Yield 

Practically  clear, 
Colourless. 

0.008 

10.2 

5.2 

15.4 

0 

0.03  part 
per  million 

Not  done 


Nil  per 
100  ml. 


per  100  ml.  per  100  ml. 

Plate  Counts  Not  done  Not  done 

Both  samples  were  considered  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  from  all  sources  is  ample 
although  care  should  still  be  exercised  in  the  prevention  of  waste 
on  account  of  the  high  pumping  distribution  costs  and  difficulties 
involved  in  getting  the  supply  to  the  actual  consumer. 

An  active  programme  for  the  renewal  of  aged  water  mains  is 
prepared  and  some  sections  of  this  programme  have  already  been 
completed. 

(I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Lawson,  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  for 
the  above  information  on  water  supply(. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  Council  possess  an  indoor  swimming  bath,  consisting  of  a 
pool  70ft.  long  and  27ft.  wide,  and  a range  of  slipper  baths. 

During  the  hot  summer  months  the  baths  were  very  well 
patronised  as  the  following  figures  indicate. 

Bathers  30,301 

Spectators  4,663 

Slipper  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  969 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  baths  were  used  throughout  the 
season  by  members  of  various  swimming  clubs  and  by  scholars  of 
the  local  schools,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  12,000  schoolchildren 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities. 

Two  samples  of  the  swimming  bath  water  were  collected  and 
found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  bactericlogically  the  water  was 
suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928-1936. 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  are  carried 
out  by  the  department  under  the  above  Acts. 

During  the  year  three  new  tanks  were  installed,  and  before 
approval  for  the  issue  of  a licence  was  given,  they  were  subjected 
to  an  air  pressure  test. 

Number  of  Licences  in  force  ,...  35 

Total  quanitity  of  Petrol  covered  by  Licences  ....  51,600  gals. 

Fees  paid  ;^22-10s.-0d. 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

All  such  places  were  periodically  inspected.  It  was  found  that 
the  two  cinemas  were  badly  in  need  of  interior  decoration,  the 
sanitary  accommodation  in  particular.  The  owners  of  the  premises 
were  fully  aware  of  this  and  had  been  trying  for  some  time  to  get 
the  work  done.  Before  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  both  places 
were  re-decorated  and  the  conditions  are  now  satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  Act,  twenty  licences  to  slaughter 
or  stun  animals  were  issued  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Much  attention  was  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  food  prepara- 
tion premises,  supervision  of  the  food  manufacturing  methods,  and 
and  the  inspection  of  raw  and  canned  food  in  retail  shops.  The 
following  lists  of  visits  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  this  sphere. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  115 

Bakehouses 47 

Fish  Fryers 29 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  56 

Licensed  Premises 85 

Butchers’  Shops  20 

Ice-cream  Premises  69 

Other  Food  Premises  73 


TOTAL  494 


During  visits  to  retail  shops  a considerable  quantity  of  food 
was  examined  and  passed  as  satisfactory.  The  following  items  were 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


19 


Food  Condemned  during  1949. 


Meat  

48  lbs.  10  oz. 

Bacon  

214  „ 

Fish  .... 

294  „ 

Cheese  

33  „ 

7 „ 

Sausages  

9 „ 

Sausage  meat 

3 „ 

Butter  

7 „ 

8 

Tinned  or 

Bottled  Foods. 

Tomatoes  .... 

20  tins  .... 

48  lbs. 

7 oz 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

20  „ .... 

12  „ 

4f., 

Peas  

48  „ 

55  „ 

13 

Carrots 

11 

13  „ 

12 

Turnips 

2 

3 „ 

12 

Beans 

18  „ 

17  „ 

14i, 

Mixed  Vegetables 

4 „ 

6 „ 

~ > f 

Meat  

52  „ 

61  ,, 

H „ 

Sausages  

1 „ 

1 „ 

11  „ 

Soup 

6 ,, 

5 „ 

^2  ” 

Spaghetti  

3 „ .... 

3 

Tomato  Juice  

21 

23  „ 

3 „ 

Grapefruit  Juice 

2 .... 

2 

8 „ 

Fruit 

17  „ 

27  „ 

8 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

26  „ 

36  „ 

4 „ 

Rhubarb  .... 

1 jar 

1 „ 

10  „ 

Pickled  Cabbage 

1 „ 

.» t 

11  „ 

Sweet  Pickle 

34  „ 

25  „ 

8 „ 

Apples  

4 bottles 

6 „ 

8 .. 

Tomato  Ketchup 

46  „ 

20  „ 

2 „ 

Total  Weight  

9 cwts.  23  lbs.  If  ounces. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

All  meat  sold  in  the  district,  whether  fresh  or  frozen,  is  dis- 
tributed from  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  of  Derby.  One 
slaughterhouse  is  owned  by  the  Corporation  and  the  other  by  the 
Derby  Co-operative  Provident  .Society. 

The  meat  is  inspected  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  Derby  Cor- 
poration. From  the  slaughterhouse  the  meat  is  taken  to  a Ministry 
of  Food  Allocation  Depot  at  Ripley,  and  afterwards  to  an  Allocation 
Centre  at  Belper.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  meat  is  subjected 
to  a lot  of  handling  and  transport  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  not  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Until  the  v^ehicles  engaged  in  this  work  are 
so  equipped  that  all  meat  can  be  hung,  we  shall  still  get  meat  soiled 
and  contaminated  as  a result  of  being  dragged  along  the  floor  of 
the  vehicle,  which  always  becomes  unavoidably  dirty,  particularly 
during  inclement  weather. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  only  solution  to  the  problem  is  the 
setting  up  of  a slaughtering  establishment  in  our  own  district, 
probably  owned,  but  certainly  controlled,  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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This  would  minimise  handling  and  transport,  and  local  butchers 
slaughtering  for  themselves  would  guarantee  a higher  standard  of 
dressing  etc.  Another  important  feature  would  be  that  meat 
consumed  in  this  district  would  be  inspected  by  the  officer  of  this 
district. 

Whilst  dealing  with  inspection  of  meat,  I look  forwan-  to  the 
day  when  it  will  be  compulsor}^  that  all  meat,  whether  for  sale  or 
private  consumption,  shall  be  inspected.  Pigs  slaughtered  for  home 
consumption  are  not  at  the  moment  subject  to  inspection.  To 
prove  that  this  is  necessary  I quote  the  following  example.  A few 
months  ago  a person  killing  a pig  asked  me  to  inspect  it,  just  to 
satisfy  him  that  everything  was  in  orcder.  I did  so,  and  found  the 
head,  pluck  and  shoulders  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  But  for 
my  inspection  that  diseased  meat  may  have  been  eaten,  but  what 
about  all  the  other  cottagers’  pigs  which  were  not  inspected  ? 


ICE-CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice-cream, 3 
Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only — 15 
Number  of  visits  made  to  the  above  premises — 69. 

Most  of  the  above  visits  were  made  to  the  manufacturers’ 
premises.  The  conditions  maintained  at  all  premises  were  very 
satisfactory,  and  in  compliance  with  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment) Regulations,  1947.  Two  manufacturers  use  the  heat- 
treated  mix  method  and  one  the  cold  mix.  Advice  and  suggestions 
given  to  effect  improvements  were  willingly  accepted  and  put  into 
effect,  and  I found  at  all  times  that  the  manufacturers  were  equally 
as  keen  as  myself  to  present  to  the  public  ice-cream  which  was 
100%  hygienic. 

One  important  improvement  effected  was  in  the  method  of 
keeping  servers  and  other  utensils  between  periods  of  serving.  I 
found  that  almost  without  exception  these  articles  were  kept  in 
water,  which  after  a very  short  time,  particularly  in  hot  summer 
months  became  “ alive  ” with  bacteria,  but  at  my  request  all 
traders  selling  “ loose  ” ice  cream  obtained  supplies  of  a recom- 
mended sterilizing  fluid,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  ice- 
cream servers  were  kept  in  a sterile  liquid. 

The  following  samples  which  I collected  helped  to  prove  my 

case. 


SWILLINGS  FROM  UTENSILS  HOLDING  ICE  CREAM 

SERVERS. 


Plate  Count 
No.  of  colonies  in  Agar 


Coliform 


at  37°  C. 


No.  1.  Plain  water 
(after  2 hours) 


136.000  per  ml.  Positive  2 tubes 


No  2.  Water  containing  steri- 
lizing fluid  (after  2 hours)  2,000 


Negative 
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SAMPLING  OF  ICE-CREAM. 


Total  Collected 

Methylene  Blue  58 

B.  Coli  and  Plate  Count  ....  ....  ....  2 

Chemical 4 

64 


Grades 

12  3 4 

Methylene  Blue  19  14  10  15 

The  bulk  of  the  samples  placed  in  Grades  3 or  4 were  collected 
from  street  traders  during  the  hot,  dry  and  dusty  summer  months, 
which  was  in  my  opinion  a major  cause  of  the  poor  results. 

Where  an  unsatisfactory  sample  was  obtained  from  ice-cream 
made  outside  the  district  a copy  of  the  result  was  forwarded  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  district  concerned. 

On  one  occasion,  however,  I was  completely  mystified  as  to 
why  a sample  from  a manufacturer  gave  a Grade  4 result.  A syste- 
matic check  of  all  equipment  had  been  made,  and  the  manufacturing 
process  was  supervised,  but  all  without  improvement.  I then 
.submitted  two  samples  for  B.  Coli  and  Plate  Count  analysis  in 
addition  to  Methylene  Blue  e.xamination,  with  the  following  results  : 

No.  of  colonies  in 

Agar  at  37  deg.  C.  Coliform  Meth.  Blue 

No.  1 ....  12,000  per  ml.  Satisfactory  Grade  4 

No.  2 ....  115,000  per  ml.  Unsatisfactory  Grade  3 

These  results  confirm  that  too  much  reliance  should  not  be 
placed  upon  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  but  that  until  such  time  as  a 
better  examination  is  devised  it  should  be  used  only  as  a general 
guide. 

Although  it  has  not  yet  been  found  practicable  to  fix  a legal 
standard  for  the  quality  of  ice-cream  I collected  samples  for  chemi- 
cal analysis  with  results  as  under  : 


% Fat 

% Total  Solids 

1. 

2.85 

12.4 

2. 

3.55 

15.1 

3. 

3.05 

14.5 

4. 

5.3 

13.3 

Whilst  the  results  leave  room  for  improvement,  I believe  that 
the  quality  of  ice-cream  made  in  Belper  bears  comparison  with  that 
made  by  small  manufacturers  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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FISH  FRYERS. 

A survey  and  detailed  inspections  of  all  Fish  Fryers  were  carried 
out.  The  district  would  appear  to  be  well  served  by  this  type  of 
business  on  a population  basis,  for  there  are  no  less  than  eighteen 
Fish  Fryers,  or  one  to  every  eight  hundred  persons.  There  does, 
however,  seem  to  be  room  for  more  equitable  spacing  of  these 
premises. 

The  majority  of  these  food  premises,  ranging  from  small  wooden 
buildings  to  modern  fish  restaurants,  were  maintained  in  a satis- 
factory manner,  but  improvements  were  found  to  be  needed  in 
several  cases.  The  major  defect  was  the  lack  of  a constant  supply 
of  hot  water,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  this  had  been  provided 
to  all  but  one  of  the  premises. 

A rather  perturbing  feature  in  my  opinion,  but  one  which  is 
probably  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  country,  is  the  number  of 
Fish  Fryers  who  also  sell  other  articles  of  food,  etc.  This  mixture 
of  business  occurs  at  ten  of  these  establishments. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Register  of  Producers  and  Retailers  (until  30/9/49). 

Wholesale  Producers  in  Urban  District  20 

Producer-Retailers  in  Urban  District  25 

Retail  Purveyors  in  Urban  District  5 

Retail  Purveyors  from  outside  Urban  District  16 

Changes  due  to  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1949. 

Distributors 9 


Sale 

of  Designated  Milk 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  during  the  year  1949 

(a) 

Dealers  ’ Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

Pasteurised  

8 

(b) 

Pasteurising  Licence  (Holder  Type) 

Supplementary  Licences 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  

3 

Pasteurised  

4 

Production  of  Special  Designated  Milk 

The  following  licences,  granted  by  Derbyshire  County  Council, 
were  in  force  during  1949. 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Accredited  10 

Routine  inspection  of  all  farms  and  dairies  was  carried  out. 
One-hundred-and-fifteen  visits  were  made  to  ensure  compliance 
with  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  etc.  Limewashing  was  carried 
out  at  the  required  times.  As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report, 
these  inspections  will  now  be  made  by  officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


23 


Milk  Samples. 

Until  October  1st,  regular  sampling  of  milk  produced  in  the 
district  was  carried  out  and  the  samples  submitted  for  Methylene 
Blue  and  Biological  Examinations.  If  any  of  the  former  gave 
unsatisfactory  results  a further  sample  from  the  same  source  was 
collected  f<^r  B.  Coli  examanation.  If  this  also  proved  unsatis- 
factory a visit  was  made  to  the  farm  without  delay,  and  the  methods 
of  milking  and  handling  of  the  milk  checked.  Any  weak  spots  were 
detected  and  the  cause  of  trouble  removed.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  same  attention  will  be  given  in  the  future,  so  that  the 
present  high  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  produced  in  the  district 
will  be  maintained. 

After  the  1st  October  the  collection  of  milk  samples  from 
producers  was  discontinued,  as  it  was  understood  that  this  work 
would  now  be  done  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  collection  of  samples  of  milk  for  Biological  examination 
was,  however,  continued. 

Total  number  of  Samples  Collected. 


Methylene  Blue 

51 

Bacilli  coliform  

6 

Phosphatase  

3 

Biological  

66 

126 


Milk  Sampling 

Meth. 

Blue  B.  Coli  Phosphatase 

Biological 

Type  of  Milk 

Satis. 

Unsatis.  Satis.  Unsatis.  Satis.  Unsatis.  Negative  Positive 

Undesignated 

. 32 

6 2 2 — — 

51  *2 

Accredited 

6 

5 11—  — 

12  *1 

Pasteurised 

1 

1 — — 3 — 

*Two  cows  slaughtered  after  clinical  examination  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  advanced  Tuberculosis. 

♦Suspected  cow  sold  for  slaughter  by  farmer  before 
result  of  sample  known.  Cow  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Number  in  District.  Inspections  made. 

42  85 

A survey  of  all  Licensed  Premises  was  carried  out  and  a 
thorough  inspection  made.  Many  defects  were  found  and  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  the  following  improvements  were  put  in 
hand  : — 
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No.  of  Premises. 


Provision  of  extra  Sanitary  Accommodation  ....  7 

Repair  of  defective  ,,  ,,  13 

Provision  of  notices  to  Male  and  Female  Sanitary 
Conveniences  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Provision  of  a supply  of  hot  water  to  the  bar  ....  17 

Provision  of  a sink  in  the  bar 10 

Renewal  of  defective  bar  sinks  5 

Provision  of  extra  ventilation  in  public  rooms  ....  4 

Repair  of  defective  cellar  floors  7 

Limewashing  of  cellars 6 

Separation  of  bar  and  domestic  quarters  2 

Miscellaneous  4 


Work  which  had  not  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  that  which  involved  structural  alterations,  but  it  is  anticipated 
that  most  of  the  above  improvements  will  be  completed  during 
1950.  This  will  mean  all  Licensed  Premises  will  have  sufficient 
and  satisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation,  adequate  hot  water 
supply,  and  washing  facilities,  which  will  result  in  the  proper 
cleansing  of  glasses.  I would  like  to  say  that  the  owners  of  the 
premises  concerned  were  most  co-operative. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  visits  were  paid  to  other  types  of 
food  premises,  consisting  of  bakehouses,  cafes,  hotel  kitchens  and 
retail  food  shops  of  aU  kinds. 

Every  opportunity  was  taken  of  giving  advice  to  improve  the 
handling  of  food. 

The  provision  of  a hot  water  supply  for  employees’  washing 
facilities  was  obtained  in  six  shops. 

Generally  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
any  improvements  found  necessary  were  executed  as  a result  of 
informal  requests. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Sampling  of  Food  under  the  above  Act  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
the  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details. 

Sixty-five  samples,  including  forty-one  samples  of  Milk,  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act  in  tlie  area  of  tlie  Belper  l.Tban  District 
Council  during  the  year  1949. 

Two  samples  of  Milk  were  deficient  in  Fat.  The  vendors 
were  cautioned. 

Three  samples  of  Ice-Cream  were  deficient  in  Fat.  In  the 
absence  of  a Statutory  Standard  no  proceedings  were  taken,  but 
the  results  were  included,  along  with  other  samples  taken  during 
the  year,  in  reports  to  the  Ministry  as  requested  in  their  Circular 
M.F.  3/49. 

The  remaining  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  outdoor  staff  consists  of  : — 

2 Driver  Loaders,  2 Tip  Men, 

8 Loaders,  1 Salvage  Baler  Operator. 

Collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  two  eight-cubic-yard 
Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Freighters,  and  except  when  holidays  un- 
avoidably upset  the  routine  a weekly  collection  was  maintained. 
All  men  engaged  on  this  work  were  provided  with  two  sets  of 
overalls  during  the  year,  and  leather  gloves  as  required. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Goods  Road 

site. 

Much  energy  was  expended  during  the  year  in  preventing 
nuisance  from  rats,  crickets  and  other  pests.  Regular  disinfestation 
by  the  rodent  operative  kept  rats  down  to  a minimum.  Owing  to 
the  proximity  of  the  river  Derwent  to  the  tip,  the  danger  of  re- 
infestation is  always  present.  The  whole  surface  of  the  tip  was 
treated  twice,  (Spring  and  Autumn)  with  a liquid  insecticide  to 
prevent  a nuisance  from  crickets.  This  was  a very  difficult  task 
owing  to  the  very  hot,  dry  summer  and  the  fact  that,  I understand, 
the  tip  has  been  infested  with  crickets  for  a number  of  years.  How- 
ever, our  efforts  met  with  reasonable  success  and  only  one  com- 
plaint was  received.  During  the  summer  months  the  tip  face  was 
also  treated  daily  with  DDT  powder. 

Trade  Refuse 

Trade  refuse  is  collected,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Section  73,  a reasonable  charge  is  made  for  the 
service. 


Scale  of  Charges. 


One  bin  cleansed  weekly  

One  additional  bin  cleansed  weekly 
Two 

Larger  Quantities  

Disposal  of  Trade  Refuse  at  Council  Tip 


free 

20/-  per  half  year. 
24/-  „ „ ‘ „ 

Charge  fixed  after 
investigation. 

3/-  to  5/-  per  load, 
according  to  weight. 


Salvage 

I expect  that  many  pages  will  be  written  on  this  subject  by 
Authorities,  large  and  small,  all  over  the  country,  relating  their 
tales  of  woe,  and  possibly  their  anger,  at  the  unfortunate  change  of 
circumstances  which  turned  a profit-making  service  into  a Cleansing 
Officer's  nightmare. 

We  were  one  of  the  unfortunate  Authorities  who  did  not 
possess  “ an  assured  outlet  ” for  Waste  Paper — although  for  nine 
years  it  had  been  sold  to  one  merchant.  Early  in  the  year,  on  the 
strength  of  an  appeal  from  the  Directorate  of  Salvage  and  Recovery, 
I recommended  my  Council  to  install  a new  electric  Power  Paper 
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Baling-Press,  which  they  did  at  a cost  of  nearly  £300.  This  was 
followed  by  a publicity  campaign,  consisting  of  Salvage  films  and 
the  distribution  of  nearly  5000  leaflets  to  every  home  in  the  district. 
The  printers’  ink  had  hardly  dried  on  these  pamphlets  when  news 
was  received  that  such  large  stocks  of  paper  were  now  held  by  the 
paper  mills  that  they  were  forced  to  reduce  our  quota,  and  this  was 
followed  a few  weeks  later  by  a complete  closure  of  the  disposal 
market. 

This  was  a very  bitter  blow,  just  when  the  results  of  the  pub- 
licity campaign  were  taking  effect. 

However,  my  view  was  that  if  we  stopped  collection  of  salvage, 
the  bulk  of  the  paper  would  find  its  way  into  the  dustbin  and  cause 
trouble  at  the  disposal  tip.  Collection  costs  were  cut  to  a minimum, 
and  largely  as  a result  of  being  a constituent  member  of  the  Derby- 
shire Salvage  and  Public  Cleansing  Officers’  Committee,  a small 
amount  of  paper  was  kept  on  the  move,  but  our  stocks  rose  rapidly. 
On  more  than  one  occasion  it  was  touch  and  go  whether  to  dis- 
continue the  collection  of  Waste  Paper  completely,  but  believing 
that  the  situation  would  improve  I recommended  that  the  service 
should  be  maintained. 

An  improvement  in  the  disposal  market  at  the  end  of  the  year 
indicated  that  our  policy  was  justified,  and  at  the  time  of  going  to 
print  we  were  once  more  selling  all  the  paper  we  could  collect, 
though  the  prices  had  fallen  considerably. 

More  disappointing  to  me  than  the  paper  situation  has  been 
the  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste. 

In  spite  of  a window  display,  press  and  personal  appeals  to 
increase  the  quantity  salvaged,  very  little  improvement  was  effected. 
This  was  discouraging  when  an  assured  market  was  available  for 
all  that  could  be  collected.  Even  allowing  for  a large  number  of 
private  pig-breeders  and  poultry  keepers,  I believe  that  a larger 
quantity  of  waste  food  could  find  its  way  into  the  Communal  Pig 
Food  Bins. 

To  eliminate  nuisance  from  these  bins  the  exterior  parts  were 
sprayed  each  week,  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  with  a 
DDT  solution,  but  later  they  were  all  painted  in  an  attractive  shade 
of  green  with  a paint  containing  6%  DDT.  In  spite  of  the  very 
hot  summer  these  bins  were  remarkably  free  from  flies,  although 
for  a short  spell  swarms  of  wasps  seemed  to  find  them  attractive. 

The  small  loss  shown  on  Salvage  is  due  entirely  to  the  loss  on 
Kitchen  Waste  Collection.  This  loss  was,  in  previous  years, 
hidden  in  the  profits  from  the  sale  of  Waste  Paper,  but  now  that 
the  income  from  the  latter  is  so  greatly  reduced,  the  loss  on  Kitchen 
Waste  becomes  more  apparent. 

An  incentix'e  bonus  of  4%  of  the  total  income  was  paid  to  all 
men  engaged  on  Salvage,  and  was  distributed  in  projiortion  to  the 
number  of  hours  spent  by  each  man  on  the  work. 
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A study  of  the  following  tables  shows  that  with  the  exception 
of  bones — the  collection  of  which  has  been  discontinued — the 
weight  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  shows  an  increase  on 
the  previous  year  of  over  eighty-eight  tons,  equal  to  an  increase  of 
more  than  45%. 

The  largest  increase  was  in  the  quantity  of  scrap  metal  collected, 
and  more  than  fifty  tons  of  this  consisted  of  tins  picked  out  at  the 
tip,  which  in  previous  years  have  been  buried. 

The  total  quantity  of  salvage  collected  during  the  past  year 
gives  cause  for  satisfaction,  but  the  decrease  in  income,  due  entirely 
to  the  fall  in  waste  paper  prices,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  disposal 
for  several  months,  was  disappointing.  This  more  especially  when 
it  is  realised  that  if  the  prices  reigning  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
had  remained,  the  income  from  the  sale  of  paper  only  would  have 
been  increased  by  over  £350,  and  the  loss  of  two  pounds  replaced 
by  a handsome  profit. 


COLLECTION  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE,  1949. 
Output  of  Work. 


Number  of  Premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected  ....  4450 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly 4600 

Estimated  Tonnage  4040 

Number  of  Collectors  (including  Drivers)  10 

Weight  of  Refuse  collected  per  Man  per  Day  (250  days 

per  aimum)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1.616  tons. 

Number  of  Bins  per  Man  Hour 10.5 

Number  of  Premises  served  per  Man  Hour  ....  ....  10 

Yield  per  1,000  population  per  day  (250  days  per 

annum) ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1.04  tons. 


COSTS  OF  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL,  1949/50. 


Collection 

Disposal. 

Tonnage  dealt  with 

4040 

4040 

Cost — Wages 

Transport 

Sundries 

£ 

....  2426 
....  1682 

47 

1 

621 

Rates,  Rent,  etc 36 

Repairs,  Disinfectants,  etc.  102 

4155 

759 

Cost  per  Ton  .... 

£1  Os.  7d. 

3s.  9d. 

N.B. — Cleansing  of  Pails  is  done  by  Contract  at  £480  per  annum. 
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